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Pe kf ng -Mr ? o w t hr c ugh. t r a i n i 

a 0 The elaborate official inauguration of the Peking -Moscow through train on 

L Jan 'rL has bear., widely publicized by the People's Government on all levels 
on radio and in the press, 

b. The objective of the noisy publicity is as yet hard to determine . 

(1) It may be to alleviate the in :.r easing suspicion and resentmer 4 * of Soviet 
personnel in Communist officialdom on the mainland. 

(2) I* may be an attempt of the International Faction within the Chinese 
Communist Party which is gradually gaining control cf radio and press, 

+ o "cement Sine -Soviet friendship". 

„ At any rate., the claim that it is "the through train spanning the longest 
di ? barite on* the surface of the globe." is not true. The railway west of 
Mane ho all cn the Transiber xan is wi de. -guage } whereas the section connecting 
Mar; vhouli with Peking (including the former Chinese Eastern and the South 
Manch j.r: an) is narrow-gauge* 
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3 . In spite of wide and forceful propaganda , pr ogre si 1 - railv building in 
Communist China, with the exception of the .several lines com] 1 eted in 1933 > 
is as yet in the paper work stage. Moreover , it will be inert ‘'.singly dif- 
ficult to maintain the record of 1932 and 1933 fer the following reasons; 

a. Insufficiency of building materials. Unless Soviet and Czechoslovakian 
imports are phenomenally increased, all of the old rails 3 c rapped^ frvm 
the Chekiang -Klangs 1 , Cant on -Hankow, Peking -Puke w- Shanghai lines have- 
been used in building sections of the Lanch.ov-Tiensh.ul Railway. 

bo Lack of labor efficiency. For the last s:* mot! ns . tnere has been a 
noticeable lack of reports in Communist p«: -n ~ of lab heroes among 
railway construction gangs. Nonetheless, n- shortage ‘f labor will, oe 
expected as several campaigns are underway in dlff erect parts of* the 
country to draft labor .-.orps e 

l*. Under the circumstances, the following railways , obviously preje .-ed f :>r 
military purposes primarily, are expected to drag or: much longer. 

a . Che ngt u -Kunmi ng Ra i l.way : 

(1) Total length; about 700 miles. 

(2) Pr : gr e s - :. Chengtu-Neikiang section (part cf the Cheng-y; 

/Che ngt u- Chungking/ Railway) about 200 miles already 
completed. 

Ne lie iang -Kunming section, about 500 miles is being 
surveyed. 

b. Paotou -Lane how Railway; 

(1) Total length: about 625 miles * 

(2) Progress; Blueprints have Just been completed. 

The surveying is to begin in March or April 193 V. 

c. Paotou-Ulan Ba tar -Ulan Unde Railway: 

Details not yet publicized, hut according to Canton businessmen close to 
party leaders, negotiations are still In progress, under Soviet, reader-hip 
and mediation. 


end - 


LIBRARY SUBJECTS &. AREA CODES 


c- 02-0615 

2/55 

755-21 3 

uj IL 

755.213 

1 L 

755.213 

777l 

755.213 

^2 IL 

'755-213 

U 1 IL 

755.21? 

H-/C (N) 

755.212 

*1 (Cl) 



CONFIDENTIAL / US OFFICIALS ONLY 



